September 2011 K Volume 2

ATLANTIC RAIL. THE BEGINNING

The Atlantic Rail Train started out as the Spier Train with lan Preto-
rius as Manager. This train, in conjunction with Spier Wine Estate,
carried passengers to the wine farm on week-ends and for corporate
events. While other destinations were [ i |
unsuccessful at that time, the Table jiiiss
Bay Cocktail trains were popular, .
doing return trips through Paarden js
Eiland to Montague Gardens and i@
back. Passengers enjoyed sundown- §
ers while watching the sunset along
Marine Drive. In 2007 Spier took aeSEET
e —— management demsnon to dlscontlnue the
: ‘train. lan then partnered with the Train
. 'lLodge to continue operating. That is where
#®the name of Atlantic Rail was born. The
== train ran only once to Simon’s Town. On the
24th September 2008. At that point Trans-
ik “net withdrew the rail permit, as it was still
under Spier's name. Greg Smith, a regular“
passenger on the trains operated by lan, became | - |
a partner in Atlantic Rail. No steam was seen in B
Cape Town until August 2010 when Atlantic Rail - %=
held an Open Day. Despite the bad weather, __ 5%
hundreds of people arrived to enjoy the ride from pg=
Monument Station. Later that month, Metrorail ik
granted lan and Greg a permit. The first run to
Fish Hoek was only on 12 December 2010. The s
rest of the line was still closed at that stage. At
the moment, Atlantic Rail runs bi-monthly trips to
Simon’s Town. More frequent trips will be planned for 2012. The train
is very popular and is usually fully-booked. The Locomotive and
Rolling stock belong to Cape Western Railway Museum Trust.
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Atlantic Rail’s maintenance plan

To ensure the precious Loco and carriages keep running and do not break
down, ongoing maintenance is imperative. A breakdown along the line
would have disastrous ramifications for Atlantic Rail. With the help of
Friends of Atlantic Rail, regular maintenance and checks are carried out.
Two friends to single out ;
here are Pat Bruwer and
Dave Stuyck. Both past
S.A.R. employees who
know and care about Steam
Engines. Pat is a magician
and can create something
out of nothing to fix 3655.
Assisting him are the rest of
the FoAR whose knowledge

Dave Stuck (left) and Patrick Bruwer (right) brazing some copper pipes for the Loco

is limited, but learning with each experi-
ence. Now and again they need to render
the assistance of a Boiler Maker to pass any
work done in that department. Recently the
Boiler needed a new three year certificate.
The qualified personnel were called in to
carry out inspection and repair. A number of
the tubes were replaced.

Each time the train runs, the Locomotive
@ has to have a roadworthy certificate. This is
carried out in Culemborg yards when in full
% steam. With the aid of Frikkie and Jan (our
: ! drivers) and Kenny Campbell, a full
FOAR member Kenny Campbell inspects the belly of the kK . . .

beast in Culomborg yards. Photo: Peter Rogers r1gorous II’ISPGCUOI’] i1s carried out and
passed. A high quality of workmanship is carried out at all times, ensur-
ing the smooth operation of Atlantic Rail and safe travel for all our loyal
paying passengers and staff.
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Atlantic Railer Profile

In this edition, we introduce Jan Botha, our “strong as an ox” fireman. Try
shaking hands with him and you’ll see exactly what we mean. On Atlantlc
Rail's first weekend last year, it is estimated = =
that Jan shoveled almost eight tons of coal.
Since then he has never missed a train .
His Father, a retired driver, is back as the
second driver. Jan is employed by Trans- |
net and currently stationed at the Bellville
Depot where he is Section Manager, Train-
ing Manager and a qualified SAQWA Mod-
erator. In 1987 he spent his school holidays
stoking for the SAR. After matriculating, he joined the SAR which, he

% says, was the only option for him. Two years
later, steam disappeared and Jan became an
assistant on Electrics in Ermelo. In 1997 he
qualified as a driver and worked the line until
moving to the Cape in 2004. During that time he
drove 6E1’s, 7E’s , 10E’s and the mighty 11E’s -
plus various Diesels. He
also worked on the Sishen Saldanha line driving
9E’s. In 2007 he became a Section Manager. Two
years later he relocated to Bellville as a Section
Manager and went on to qualify as a Moderator.
Jan is in charge of the train simulator at Bellville. A
nice toy to play with, but strictly for use by Trans-
net drivers. A resident of the Northern suburbs in
Cape Town, Jan is married and has a son and'
daughter. His wife currently works in Saudi Arabla-’
as a nursing sister. He does not have much time to
relax as he has to play housewife as well. A
definite WP supporter, Jan enjoys watching a
game or two on TV when time permits. He heard about Atlantic Rail
through the rail college. After making some enquiries he joined Atlantic
Rail at last years open day. Since then he is at his happiest working the
Loco, even been burnt badly on his buttock has not deterred him. Jan
hopes to drive a steam loco in the future, but at present he is happy as a
fireman and is presently training others to do the same.







